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WHAT ARE THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES THAT SERVE ASA FOUNDATION FOR THE
NH CHILD AND FAMILY OUTCOMES REPORTING SYSTEM?

' ALL CHILDREN ARE VALUED MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY.

Children achieve optima hedth and grow and develop in safe environments with family,
community and school suppot. The ultimate goa of early childhood programs is to enable
young children to be active and successful participants during the early childhoodyears and in
thefuture in a variety of settingsBin ther homes with ther families, in child care, preschool or
school programs with ther teachers and peers, andin thar communities.

'  FAMILIESARE THE PRIMARY CAREGIVERS AND EDUCATORS OF YOUNG CHILDREN.

Early care and education provides should work collaboratively with families to ensure tha
children are provided optimal learning experiences. Early care and education provides should be
proactive in assisting families in becoming familiar with programmatic gods, developmentally
appropriate experiences, and expectationsfor their child@ performance throughoutthe preschool
years.

' EARLY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT ARE MULT I-DIMENSIONAL.
DEVELOPMENTAL DOMAINSARE HIGHLY INTERRELATED.

Development in one domain often influences development in other domains For example, a
child® languaye skills affect his or he ability to engage in soda interactions Therefore,
developmental domains cannot be considered in isolation from each other. The dynamic
interaction of all areas of development must be conddered. Standads and indicators listed for
each domain could also becited in different domains

' YOUNG CHILDREN ARE CAPABLE AND COMPETENT AND EXHIBIT A RANGE OF SKILLS IN
ANY DOMAIN OF DEVELOPMENT.

All children are capable of learning. There shoud be high expectations for children from all
backgrounds experiences and cultures. Children within an age group reach benchmarks in
variousstages througha variety of experiences.

! CHILDREN ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO DEVELOP AT DIFFERENT RATES.
Each child is unique Each grows and develops skills and competendes at his’he own pace.

Children with developmental ddays or disabilities may require adults to adapt learning
oppotunities so al children can successfully demondrate achievements.

' KNOWLEDGE OF TYPICAL CHILD GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IS ESSENTIAL FOR
PROVIDING THE BEST EARLY LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR CHILDREN.
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With this knowedge adults can make sounddecisionsabout appropriate curricula for the group
andforindividud children.

I ASSESSMENT IS IMPORTANT AND BENEFITS INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND
PROGRAMS.

A variety of assessment tools should be used to monitor children® continuousprogress, inform
interventionfingruction and evaluae program effectiveness.

' YOUNG CHILDREN LEARN THROUGH ACTIVE EXPLORATION OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT.

Early childhood educators recognize tha children® play is a highly suppotive context for
development and learning. The early childhood environment should provide oppotunities for
children to explore materias, engage in activities and interact with peers and adults to construct
thar own undestanding of the world around them. There should, therefore, be a bdance of
child-initiated and adultBinitiated activities to maximize learning.

WHAT ARE THE NEW PART C AND PART B/619DATA REQUIREMENTS?

Beginning in February 2007 al states must submit new daa to the Office for Special
Education Programs (OSEP) at the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE.) NH is now required
to demondrate the effectiveness of its Family-Centered Early Suppots and Services (Part C) and
Preschool Special Education (Part B/Section 619) The purpose of collecting and reporting this
data is to assist with program and service improvement efforts at the federa, state and local
levels.

Required data to be reported indudes child outcomes data and family outcomes data for
children birth-5 and their families. Data collection activities for Part C and Part B/619 programs
will begin asfollows:

I Beginning in June 2006, entry daa will be collected on infants and toddlers who are
entering Family-Centered Early Suppots and Services.

! Beginning in Novembe 2006, entry daa will be collected on preschoolers who are
entering Preschool Special Education Programs.

MPORTANT DATES AND TIMELI NES

' June2006DPart C programs begin collecting child outcome daa.
' November 2006DPart B programs begin collecting data.

I Februay 2007 D NH Part C and Part B/619 programs file Annud Performance Report
with the US Department of Education, Office for Special Education Programs.
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WHAT ISAN OUTCOME?

An outcome is the ben€fit experienced as a result of a service or a program. NH is required to
report on the bendit to a child of his or her program or services, based on the progress made
while receiving services. (An outcome is not the numbe of services received, the qudity of the
program or family satisfaction.)

WHAT ARE SUB-OUTCOMES AND/OR INDICATORS?

You may hear theterm Gub-outcomeQused interchangesbly with the term OndicatorQ Theidea
istha every outcome has indicators or sub-outcomes which are examples of children® behaviors
that hdp to describe the outcome. Wedl now refer to these as Ondicators of progressOwhich
hdp to describe the outcomes.

How CAN OUTCOME DATA BE USED?

0 Program Improvement
o Planningforingructionfintervention
I Atthegrouplevel
I Atanindividud level
o Communicating child progressto families
Accountbility: local, state, and federal

0 Gaining community suppot for programs

WHAT ARE NHB OUTCOMES FOR INFANTS, TODDLERS AND PRESCHOOL ERS?

1. Children havepostive sodal relationships
2. Children acquire and use knowledge and skills
3. Children take appropriate action to meet their needs

Collecting and Reporting Child and Family Outcomes Data 4



WHAT INFANT/TODDLER INDICATORS OF PROGRESS
DESCRIBE THE CHILD OUTCOMES?

#1: Children haveposdtive sodal relationships.

Indicators of Progress:
I Children recognize familiar people, places and things

I Children express themselves usng objects and/or a variety of faciad and bodiy
movements.

I Children engagein face-to-face interactionswith others.
I Children recognize and respondto verbd and nonverbd cues and expressions
I Children explore people and objects in ther environment throughplay.
I Children recognize when they have solved a problem or madea discovery.
I Children develop attachments to primary caregivers.
I Children demondrate awareness of self and their abilities.
I Children acquire a sense of bdonging.
I Children interact differently with people based onther relationships
I Children show empathy by respondingto soda and emotiond cues.
I Children express awidearray of feelings.
I Children engagein reciprocal play.
I Children manage emotionsand their impact on self and others.
I Children recognize similarities and differences between people.
#2: Children acquire and use knowledgeand skills.

Indicators of progress:
I Children use senses and bodyto explore people, places and things

I Children observe, initiate and/or respondto cause and effect in avariety of situaions

I Children demondrate the ability to combine separate, sort, countand name objects.
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Children demondrate an interest in listening, vocalizing, singing and moving to musc.
Children attempt to use or use avariety of materials.

Children show curiosty.

Children use imagination.

Children engagein pretend play.

Children undestand differences (shgpes, colors, textures, sizes, etc.).

Children show awareness of safety hazards

Children demondrate effective and safe eating and drinking skills.

Children repeat soundspurmposly.

Children put soundstogeher to form words and sentences.

Children identify familiar people, places, objects and actions in everyday life and
pictures.

Children engage with written materials, induding exploration of booksand listening to
stories.

Children show arangeof mobility skills.

Children demondrate coordinated body movements.

Children respondto sensory cuesto engagein play and interactions
Children manage sensory information.

Children learn from experiences.

Children repesat favorite benaviors and actions

Children experiment with writing tools.

#3: Children take appropriate action to meet their needs.

Indicators of progress:

Children collect and organize materials and information to create play activities.

Children communicate hunge and thirst.
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Children identify bodiy needs

Children demongrate interest in basic self-care skills.
Children seek hdp with play, basic care or other activities.
Children participate in everyday routines and activities.
Children communicate pan and discomfort.

Children communicate needs thoughs and ideas through verbd and nonverbd
expression.

Children purmposfully explore and use objects, toys and thingsin thar world.
Children movefrom place to place.

Children interact differently with people based onthar relationships
Children demondrate the ability to make choices.

Children express awidearray of feelings

WHAT PRESCHOOL INDICATORS OF PROGRESS DESCRIBE THE CHILD OUTCOMES?

#1: Children havepostive sodal relationships.

Indicators of Progress:

Children solve problems throughinteraction with others.

Children express ideas and feelingsin avariety of ways.

Children enjoy looking at books listening to stories, and communicating aboutthem.
Children respondto directionsand engagein convesations

Children play by both themselves and coopeaatively with others.

Children follow routines and participae appropriately in small and large groups

Children know how thar actions affect others by showing sympathy, empahy and an
understanding of cause and effect.

Children develop problem-solving skills by negotiating conflicts and differences.

Children adapt to the expectationsof different situationsand environments.
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#2: Children acquire and use knowledgeand skills.

Indicators of Progress:

Children show willingness to approach new situaions

Children use imaginative play to experiment with variousroles, situaionsand strategies.
Children learn from prior experiences.

Children demondrate increasing ability to complete tasks.

Children begin to make plansand follow throughwith them.

Children express curiosty.

Children create stories and pictures.

Children engagein pretend play.

Children appreciate, display, and describe their own work.

Children make-up songsand rhythms.

Children use gestures, sounds words and/or sentences to relate information about ther
experiences.

Children play with soundsof spoken languayeinduding letter sounds rhymes and words
Children undestand how bookswork and tha print carries a message.

Children retell familiar stories and create new ones.

Children undestand tha symbols may be used to communicate.

Children relate stories, undestanding tha stories have a beginning, middle and end.
Children show interest in recording meaningful information.

Children begin to recognize and form meaningful letters and words

Children continuesensory exploration of ther environment.

Children demondrate ability in avariety of physcally chdlenging experiences.

Children begin to compare and contrast people, places, thingsand ideas.
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Children investigate, demondrate and describe cause and effect relationdhips

Children group and order objects according to specific features (e.g. shape size, texture,
color).

Children use numbers and couning to solve problems and express quantities.

Children make predictions about wha might hgppen by drawing on experience and/or
obsrvations

Children express awareness of and use wordsto describe concepts.

Children demondrate willingness to investigate new and different environments.

#3: Children take appropriate action to meet their needs.

Indicators of Progress:

Children solve problems throughtrial and error.

Children become comfortable with engaging in challenging tasks.

Children use words, ther bodies, objects and/or materials for self-expression.

Children comprehend and follow safety practices.

Children grow in indgpendence in caring for physcal and emotiond needs

Children choo® avariety of hedlthy foods

Children comprehend and follow hedlthy practices.

Children use gestures, sounds words or other meansto communicate wants and/or needs
Children exhibit awareness of individud body parts and demongrate coordinaion.

Children show awareness of thar body and movements in relationship to space and
objects.

Children use hands tools, and/or ingruments with skill for arangeof purposes.
Children communicate soda interest and emotional needs
Children develop self-hdp skills.

Children collect and organize materials and information to enhance play.
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HOW WILL CHILD OUTCOME DATA BE COLLECTED AND REPORTED?

Data on the progress that children make will be gahered from several sources induding family
input assessment ingruments and observations Assessment ingruments will be those
recommended by the state offices of Part C and Part B/Section 619

Decisionsare in process to determine the mog cog effective and efficient way to report child
outcomes daato not only meet federal requirements butto suppot local improvement efforts.

HOwW WILL FAMILY OUTCOMESDATA BE COLLECTED AND REPORTED?

The role of families in both Part C and Part B/619 is very important. The focus of the family
outcome, based on the federal reporting requirements, is different for Part C than for Part B.
Both Part C and Part B will be usng a survey to get paent reports. For Part C, thefamily survey
will ask families about their undestanding of ther child@ developmental concerns or
disabilities, the suppots available and in place to suppot ther child®@ learning and development,
and the oppotunities to be involved with their child@ programs. For Part B (which indudes
families of preschool and school age children with IEPs) the focus is on how the school
facilitated parent involvement to improve services and results for children with disabilities. The
processes for the collection and reporting of family outcomes data are being developed and will
be shared as soon as possible. Part C federa reporting requirements align with the NH family
outcomes in this doaument. These outcomes and their descriptive indicators will inform Part B as
decisionsare made for federa reporting on how schools facilitate the involvement of parents to
improveresults for preschool children with disabilities.

WHAT ARE NHB PART C FAMILY OUTCOMES FOR
PARENTS OF INFANTSAND TODDLERS?

1. Familiesunderstand their children@ strengths, abilities and special needs.

2. Familiesunderstand their rightswithin thelaw and effectively communicate
their children@ needs.

3. Familieshelp their children develop and learn.

4. Families haveadequate sodal support.

5. Familiesaccess services and adivitiesthat are availableto all familiesin their

community.
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WHAT INDICATORS DESCRIBE THE PART C FAMILY OUTCOMES FOR PARENTS OF
INFANTS AND TODDLERS?

We use the term OndicatorsO when listing some exanples of family member skills, behaviors,
knowledgeor unde standing that describe the Family Outcones.

#1: Families under stand their children@ strengths, abilities and special needs.

Indicators:
I Families know the broad rangeof typical child development.

! Families undestand the impact of ther children’s environment and changes in dally
routine onther children@ behavior and coping abilities.

I Families undestand the risk factors, condtions and/or concerns tha may impact thar
children.

| Families access current information and resources regarding thdr children®
development.

I Families have continuing access to current information and resources.

#2: Families understand their rights within the law and effectively communicate their
children( needs.

Indicators: N
I Families participate as equd and valued patners on ther children@ team(s).

| Families access services and suppots tha are appropriate to ther children® needs
I Families advocate for ther children.
I Families ask questionsaboutthar rights.
I Families undestand the process to resolve disagreements and address conaerns
#3: Families help their children develop and learn.
Indicators: N
I Families use daily routines, activities and adgptations to enhance ther children@

development.

I Families are confident in ther ability to care for their children.
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Families know and use different parenting techniques.

Families undestand the impact of hedlth, nutition and safety on thdr children®@
development.

Families recognize and seek information aboutthdr children® strengths, learning styles
and preferences to encourage development.

Families access child-specific services and suppotts (e.g. behavioral, adgptive equipment,
nutritiond).

#4: Families have adequate social support.

Indicators:

Families educate extended family members, friends and the community about their
children@ strengthsand needs

Families foder relationships with neaghboss, friends and/or family who can help on a
day-to-day basis or intimes of crisis.

Families connect with oneanother, friendsand community members (e.g., paent/sibling
suppot groups paent-to-paent suppot, have access to written materias, internet
resources).

#5: Families access services and adtivities that are available to all families in their
community.

Indicators:

Families participae in recreationd, religious educationd and/or family activities with
appropriate suppot services for thar children with specia needs

Families access appropriate community-based preschool or childcare programs of the
family@ choice with the appropriate suppott services.

Families access appropriate community based medical, dental, phamacy and behavioral
hedlth services.

Families access finandal resources tha are available to them.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCESAND INFORMATI ON:
WWW.Nnectac.org
www.fpguncedu~ECO/index.cfm

QUESTIONS?

Infant/Toddler Child and Family Outcomes
Sandy Brallier DEEIN

2282040

dbrallier@metrocast.net

Carolyn Stiles, Part C Coordinator
NHDHHS/Family-Centered Early Suppots and Services
603-271-5122

cstiles@dhhsstate.nh.us

Preschool Child and Family Outcomes

Deborah Abdman

PTAN Region 1 (North County) and Region 2 (Lakes Region)
206-6800

deborah@seresc.net

Pam Miller Sallet

PTAN Region 3 (Seacoast), Region 4 (South Central) and Region 5 (South East)

77227848
pmsB88@comcast.net

Joan M. lzen

PTAN Region 6 (Monalno)
206-6800

jizen@seresc.ne

Nancy Evans

PTAN Region 7 (Uppe Valley)
206-6800

nevans@seresc.net

Ruth Littlefield, Part B/619 Coordinaor
NHDOE/Bureau of Special Education
603-271-2178

rlittlefield @ed.state.nh.us
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ABOUT THE CORNERSTONE PROJECT

New Hampshire@® CornerstoneProject was a project funded by the US Department of Education,
Office for Specia Education Programs tha focused on how to measure the effectiveness of
services and suppots for young children with disabilities (Birth-5) and thar families, who
receive services unde IDEA Part C (Family-Centered Early Suppots and Services) and Part B
(Preschool Specia Education). The purpose of the Cornerstone Project was to demondrate the
effectiveness of Family-Centered Early Suppotts and Services and Preschool Special Education
programs; to assist with program and service improvement efforts at the federal, state and local
levels. Family membes, service provides and school, organization, agency and teacher
prepaation pesonnd were invited to join the Cornerstone Subcommittees to identify the
outcomes and sub-outcomes tha show how much progress is beng made toward child and
family gods. Stakeholder participaionin statewide and on-line community forums informed this
find version of child and family outcomes and sub-outcomes.

This guide was developal as pat of the Cornerstone Project Technical Assistance and Training
Framework in partnership with the Preschool Technical Assistance Network (PTAN).
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